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W I T H  G R A T I T U D E

Dear Jennifer,

 

We want to sincerely thank you for your support, and even more so, for your

commitment to helping find better treatments and cures for pediatric brain

tumors. Because of your incredible efforts, preliminary data has been

developed; studies have advanced; and life-saving treatments are on the

horizon. Because of you and your commitment to fighting childhood cancer,

we are closer to a day where there will be cures for all kids with pediatric

cancer. 

 

Thank you again for your support in 2018. We are truly honored to have

worked alongside the Closer to the Cure Fund and make a difference for

children diagnosed with cancer. Please let me know if there's anything you

need from us here at ALSF!

 

Until there's a cure, 

 

Lexi Gratton & Megan Baker

Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation
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T H A N K S  T O  Y O U . . .

. . . W E ' R E  M A K I N G  A  D I F F E R E N C E !

“There are treatments available today for children, that are only

available because of Alex's Lemonade Stand.” 
 

Dr. John Maris, Alex's Doctor
Children's Hospital of Philadelphia

HOW THE CRAZY 8 INITIATIVE IS

MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN

MEDULLOBLASTOMA RESEARCH

Crazy 8 Researchers are in the unique position to (i)

develop a workflow aiming first at characterizing the

proteome at the surface of medulloblastoma cells,

(ii) translate this workflow to any type of pediatric

tumors, and (iii) develop further strategies targeting

the surface-ome of pediatric tumors.

ALSF HAS COMMITTED

 
 $25 MILLION

TO LAUNCH THE CRAZY 8 INITIATIVE.

90 RESEARCHERS FROM ALL OVER THE

WORLD TACKLE THE BIG QUESTION: 

HOW CAN WE FIND BETTER

TREATMENTS AND CURES FOR

CHILDHOOD CANCER?

SINCE ALSF WAS FOUNDED, WE 

HAVE SUPPORTED

46
PROJECTS IN MEDULLOBLASTOMA

(AND COUNTING!)

The Crazy 8 Initiative is designed to coalesce cross-

disciplinary cores of scientists working collabora-

tively in order to accelerate the pace of discovering

new cures.

 

ALSF will continue to fund its current, innovative

grant opportunities. But the roadmaps and outcomes

of The Crazy 8 Initiative will create a new funding

pillar for ALSF, allowing the Foundation to tackle

specific cancers and topics in an impactful way. ALSF

has committed $25 million to support the launch of

The Crazy 8 Initiative. As the roadmaps continue to

develop, ALSF will commit as much funding as it takes

to make the goals of the Crazy 8 a reality. To jump

start research ideas that have come out of the Crazy 8

Initiative, ALSF is currently supporting 10 Pilot

Projects that started in February of 2019.
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2 0 1 8  R E A C H  G R A N T

I D E N T I F Y I N G  A  T H E R A P E U T I C  P A R T N E R  F O R  T A K 2 2 8  F O R

P E D I A T R I C  P H A S E  I I  B R A I N  T U M O R  S T U D I E S

“Funding from Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation

and the Closer to the Cure Fund will help us figure

out the right drugs to use in combination with

TAK228 for planned phase II studies. This funding

is really important to help us figure out how we can

make TAK228 work better and improve therapies

for patients with pediatric brain tumors.”

We looked at new prodrugs for a metabolic

drug called DON, which is a glutamine

analogue. The cancer cells that we’re studying,

particularly MYC-driven medulloblastoma,

have an increased reliance on glutamine

metabolism, so we have this idea that we could

use some of these drugs to potentially target

this Achilles heel in MYC-driven medullo-

blastoma. Collaborators here at Johns Hopkins

have developed new prodrugs that are more

absorbed through the intestines than the

original DON and could potentially have

better brain penetration, so the drugs that

we’re testing are the new versions of DON

which have been around for a long time.

 

To come up with better versions of DON, 

they have made modifications to the original

molecule while maintaining its activity.

PROGRESS UPDATE

Dr. Raabe's next progress report will be received in January of 2020.

Dr. Eric H Raabe, MD/PhD

The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine

We showed that some of the new prodrugs have

activity against MYC-driven medulloblastoma in

the dish, but more importantly when given to mice

that have MYC-driven medulloblastoma tumors in

their brain, it then extended the life of these mice.

We think that this could be a really important

avenue for further exploration, and the National

Institute of Health has awarded us an R01 grant

based on the preliminary data developed by the

ALSF grant so we’ll be studying this for another

four years here at Johns Hopkins.
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